
“Not I, nor anyone else can travel that road for you. 

You must travel it by yourself. 

It is not far. It is within reach" 

~ Walt Whitman 
 

Hello Parents, 

 

My name is Rachel Nichols and I teach AP Senior English at Birdville High School. I wanted to extend a personal 

invitation to you and your student in regards to foreign travel through Explorica Educational Tours. The trip is a 12-

day tour of the Best of Greece.  I have balanced scenic views, educational adventures, dreamy locations, and for 

the lover of literature hidden in all of us, poetic stops at some of the most famous places in literary history. 

 

On a personal note, I’ve been extremely blessed to travel to different parts of the world such as the United 

Kingdom, Switzerland, France, Italy, Mexico, the Republic of Ireland, and Africa. In the course of my travels, I 

secured an education in culture, literature, people, language and mind bending perspectives you can’t possibly 

achieve from sitting in a classroom reading books and watching videos. Now, more than ever, I appreciate what a 

profoundly unique opportunity to expand knowledge through expeditious travel and actual experience in regards to 

what we read, study and write about does to inspire those who take the risk. It’s like jumping headfirst into a novel 

and becoming one of its characters awakening in the setting, breathing the fresh air, surveying every detail and 

detecting every little sound with the remainder of the cast. 

 

I deeply value and admire your kids and respect their desires to push the limits and strive for more, which is why I 

yearn to journey with them through places like the Parthenon, Temple of Athena, Delphi, Athens, Corinth Canal, 

Saronic Gulf, Cape Sounion, Olympia, Hadrian’s Arch, even the islands of Santorini, Patmos, and Mykonos.  I look 

forward to meaningful conversations, making once in a lifetime memories and offering them the freedom to explore 

uncharted territories with friends. I can envision students sitting atop a rock, looking over the ocean and penning 

their memories, taking deep breaths as they find room to take in the intricacies of a Classical Greek amphitheatre  

or simply pausing in awe while wonder fills their minds. 

 

Lastly, I want to express my motivation to assist in the fundraising efforts for this trip, so students can go at the 

lowest price possible. Explorica creates a personal Fundraising Page for each student who registers to go on this 

trip. The page can be shared via email, text, and social media to request funds from close family and friends. Or 

your child could babysit for someone and instead of receiving cash, he/she can request a donation to the travel 

fund.  Or students can ask for travel money in lieu of gifts throughout the year.  The Fundraising Page along with 

the students’ hard work and the parents’ sacrificial gift will give the students an experience of a lifetime.  Thankful 

to be with my students when they do have such an experience.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Rachel Nichols 

 

 

Best of Greece 2021 
 

TRIP LEADER:  

Rachel Nichols (Birdville HS) 

rachel.nichols@birdvilleschools.net 

cell: 817-994-7579 

 

TOUR CENTER ID 

Nichols-4212 

 

TOUR WEBSITE 

www.explorica.com/Nichols-4212 

 
 

Who: Present 12th graders or recent grads  

When: July 16th – July 27th 

 

How to register: Go to www.explorica.com/Nichols-4212 and go to Students/Sign up.  

Type in our Tour Center ID Nichols-4212 and register for the Best of Greece. Use the 

voucher code Birdville150 to receive $150 your trip cost. 


